CHAP, xvi.               LORD MAYO'S CHARACTER.

of steps which he had just three years previously ascended
full of strength and hope to take charge of his high office. He
was then carried into the chamber where only a month before
his voice had been daily heard. The burial service was there
read before his widow, the members of his staff, his councillors
and a few others. A more solemn and impressive scene could
not be imagined for us who stood in the very place which was
full of the freshest associations relating to his life and actions,
where we seemed almost to breathe his presence, and hear the
echo of his latest utterances. Then the coffin lay in state for
several days in the throne-room, where he had held so many
public and private receptions, until it was taken with due
ceremony on board a ship of war to be conveyed to Ireland.

In November 1868 the Prime Minister, Mr, Disraeli, said:
" Upon the Earl of Mayo, for his sagacity, for his judgment, for
his fine temper and his knowledge of men, Her Majesty has
been pleased to confer the office of Viceroy of India. I believe
he will earn a reputation that his country will honour."

This is a complete as well as concise description of Lord
Mayo's character, and the prediction with wliich it concludes
has been abundantly realized. Besides the qualities pourtrayed
above, he displayed the energy of an administrator and the
capacity of a statesman. At every time and place he made
fast friends, whether in the study, the council-chamber, the
hunting-field, the social gathering. TVhen sudden death over-
took him, he had reached the rare height occupied by those
regarding whom all men speak well.